
 
 
FAQ – Certificates of Completion and Awarding Contact Hours for Nursing as a Joint 

Accreditation Provider 

Certificates of Completion:  

• Must not use the ANCC logo or accreditation statement. 
• May use the JA logo and accreditation statement. 
• May delineate, on the certificate of completion and marketing/advertising materials, 

credit being awarded as: 
• XX ANCC contact hours. 

• XX CNE credit. 
• XX Nursing contact hours. 

• Must not use the term CEU. 
• CEU is a specific credit designation used by organizations accredited 

by IACET. And the conversion of 1 CEU into hours (time) is different. 

Award of Contact Hours:  
 

• Contact hours are to be determined in a logical and defensible manner. 
• Award of contact hours must be commensurate with participation in the activity. 

• Contact hours are awarded to participants for those portions of the 
educational activity devoted to the learning experience and time 
spent evaluating the activity. 

• Contact hours may not be awarded retroactively. 
• 60-minute hour = 1 contact hour. 

• If rounding is desired in the calculation of contact hours, the provider 
may round to the nearest quarter hour (i.e., 2.76 hours will be 2.75 
contact hours). 

 
Pharmacotherapeutics Contact Hour Requirements 
 
Information for re-certifying ANCC Certified Clinical Nurse Specialists (CNS) and Nurse 
Practitioners (NP), effective January 1, 2014: 
 

1. 25 of the 75 required contact hours must be in pharmacotherapeutics.  Important note: 
If you double category 1, there is NO requirement to double the number of 
pharmacotherapeutic hours. 
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2. These 25 pharmacotherapeutic hours do not need to be formally ANCC 
accredited/approved, provided the certified nurse meets the requirements for Category 
1 contact hours.  (That requirement is: at least 51% of the total number of contact 
hours must be in your certification role and specialty and at least 50% must be formally 
ANCC accredited/approved.) 

3. If an educational program includes pharmacy content, please refer to equivalency 
tables to determine the number of pharmacotherapeutic hours that could be counted 
towards re-certification. Align calculation with the agenda or content (e.g. 60 minutes 
of a 2-hour presentation was devoted to pharmacotherapeutics = 1 contact hour). 

4. The educational presentation or conference agenda may be submitted as evidence to 
validate the contact hour calculation. A narrative note describing pharmacology 
content within agenda may be necessary to validate content. 

5. The same hours submitted to renew certification may be submitted to a State Board of 
Nursing for re-licensure. 

6. Pharmacotherapeutic content does not need to be presented by a nurse for the hours 
to be eligible for re-certification however the presenter must have content expertise in 
pharmacology. 

Providers: 

1. If a provider is developing content to meet the ANCC pharmacotherapeutic hour 
requirement, content must specifically address pharmacotherapeutics. 

2. Pharmacotherapeutic content does not need to be presented by a nurse for the hours 
to be eligible for re-certification however the presenter must have content expertise in 
pharmacology. 

3. When developing the content for an educational activity, it is recommended that the 
provider delineate the number of pharmacotherapeutic contact hours. 

4. Existing continuing education courses/programs that include pharmacotherapeutic 
content may be reviewed to calculate the appropriate number of pharmacotherapeutic 
contact hours. 

5. When a speaker develops content for an educational activity, it would be advised that 
pharmacotherapeutic contact hours contained within the presentation be calculated at 
that time. 

 
**Pharmacotherapeutic content may include but is not limited to drug specific information, 
safe prescribing practices, safe medication administration, prescribing methodologies, new 
regulations or similar content. https://www.nursingworld.org/organizational-
programs/accreditation/ncpd/faqs/  

Please email info@jointaccreditation.org with questions.  
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